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Letter from the Chairperson
Working to build a peaceful and prosperous
future for Northern Ireland and Ireland is not
an easy task. The circumstances that led to the
divisions and conflict on the island of Ireland were
centuries in the making and the reconciliation of
these divisions will be the work of many years
to come. Twenty years ago, in the wake of the
IRA ceasefire, the Washington Ireland Program
(WIP) set a bold strategy to bring together
young leaders from diverse and often hostile
communities for post-conflict relationship building
and skills development. Over the years, WIP has
become a well-respected program of leadership
development and service; a community of 550
alumni representing a rising generation of leaders
in Ireland and Northern Ireland
WIP has made a substantial contribution to a
peaceful, prosperous and shared future for the
island of Ireland over the past 20 years and is
uniquely positioned to expand this impact in the
years ahead.
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20TH ANNIVERSARY HIGHLIGHTS: 2014 was
an especially memorable year for WIP as we
celebrated our twentieth anniversary. To mark
this milestone, a series of events were held
across the island of Ireland in April that brought
the WIP community together. The celebrations
were a wonderful combination of reflections
on what WIP has achieved, but also with an
intentional focus on how WIP can continue
to make a unique contribution securing the
peace for the future. This coincided with many
conversations at Board level about how we can
develop WIP’s strategy to continue to meet the
needs of a divided, post conflict society.
PRESIDENT OF IRELAND HOSTS 20TH
A N N I V E R S A RY R E C E P T I O N : WIP was
honored to have a reception hosted by President
Michael D. Higgins and Sabina Higgins at their
Residence in Áras an Uachtaráin in Dublin. Over
75 alumni were able to attend.Soon after, WIP
held a 20th Anniversary Gala in Belfast at Titanic
Belfast and hosted a visiting delegation from the

WIP SPRING SCHOOL: WIP hosted its first
‘Spring School’ at the Titanic Belfast, which
convened a diverse range of ‘thinkers’ and
‘doers’ to address challenges and opportunities
facing Northern Ireland and Ireland. Contributors
included Jennifer O’Malley Dillon, deputy
Director of the Obama 2012 Campaign and Tom
Wheeler, Chair of the Federal Communications
Commission as well as alumni Chris Lyttle MLA
and Emma Pengelly, Special Advisor to the First
Minister of Northern Ireland.
ALUMNI NEWS: In 2014, WIP continued
to support its thriving alumni community
through the Spring School, civic conversations,
leadership dinners and networking events in
London, Belfast and Dublin. We were able to
lay the ground work for the development of a
new WIP mentoring program for disadvantaged
youth which we hope to expand in 2015. Many
of our alumni worked to support our Spring
School and were also key leaders in the annual
TEDxStormont talks. 2014 was also notable in
that eight alumni became active members of
Local Councils in Ireland and Northern Ireland
including the Belfast and Dublin City Councils.
The WIP Class of 2014 was our most diverse
ever, with over half of the students on full
scholarships. WIP has made a significant effort
in recent years to meet the highest standards
in terms of excellence, equality and diversity
in recruiting from all social and economic

backgrounds as well as reflecting the diversity
of political opinion on the island of Ireland. The
2014 Class presented the fourth annual WIP
Papers to a group of leaders and academics
at the Royal Irish Academy and received their
graduation certificates at the beautiful Smock
Alley Theater in Dublin.
BOARD DEVELOPMENT: A significant effort
was made to strengthen the board and increase
our diversity. Several long time Board members
including Anne Shields, Joyce Flynn and
Breidge Gadd stood down in 2013 and 2014.
New Board members include Carmel Martin,
Executive Vice-President for Policy at the Center
for American Progress, Jennifer O’Malley
Dillion, former Vice Chairman of the Obama
for President Campaign 2012 and currently
a Partner at Precision Strategies, Pam Smith,
Vice President, federal advocacy at PhRMA
and Eugene Hillery, Director of International
Operations at Tableau Software in Dublin.
NEW BOARD LEADERSHIP: After over eight
years as Chairman of the Board I will be standing
down as Chair in the spring of 2015 as will
my very able Vice-Chair of the last eight years
Frank Cantrel, Jr. We are pleased that we leave
WIP with a very strong board, a very able staff
led by Executive Director Bryan Patten, a new
five year strategic plan and a reputation as one
of the most prestigious leadership programs on
the island of Ireland. Jim Carroll, the Managing
Director of Government Affairs at Accenture will
step up as the new Chair in the spring of 2015.
I have every reason to believe that Jim will bring
new drive and energy to move WIP forward.
In closing thank you for your continued support
for WIP these many years. The future of WIP
lies not just with our alums but also in the hands
of our supporters and friends. You provide
work placements, homes for our students and
much needed financial support. Through all of
these expressions of support, you enable WIP’s
emerging leaders to work together to build a
better future for the island of Ireland. We hope
that you take pride in our shared achievements
and that you will continue to work with us to
build a peaceful, prosperous and shared future
for Northern Ireland and Ireland.
Kevin J. Sullivan, Chairman of the Board
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see the impact of the program as our alums
lead change in every part of the island.
A model for post-conflict development, WIP’s
well-respected program of leadership training
and service has successfully developed a
diverse alum community of 555 leaders.
WIP’s alums are practiced and accomplished
individuals with varying viewpoints, but a
shared commitment to move beyond their
differences to resolve the pressing issues that
will define the island of Ireland in the 21st
Century.
Each year, WIP selects a diverse group of
30 emerging leaders to join our community.
Those who participate in WIP are diverse
geographically and socioeconomically; over
half of the students in the Class of 2014
came from disadvantaged backgrounds and
received full scholarships. Eleven universities in
Northern Ireland, the Republic of Ireland and
Great Britain participate in WIP’s University
Partnership Program.

WIP Class of 2014

Executive Summary
For more than two decades, the WashingtonIreland Program (WIP) has engaged emerging
student leaders from across the island of Ireland
in a visionary leadership-building program. WIP
is committed to overcoming divisions of the past
and empowering present and future leaders with
skills and insights to build a shared future of peace
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and prosperity for the island of Ireland. In doing
so we are at the forefront of Ireland’s leadership
and community development organizations.
WIP was established with the long term goal of
helping to build a sustainable peace in Northern
Ireland and Ireland and twenty years on we can

Our year-long program of personal and
professional development brings these
outstanding students from Northern Ireland
and the Republic of Ireland to Washington
DC for summer work placements, leadership
training and service opportunities. Through
an intense eight-week schedule in Washington
D.C., WIP participants are formed into a team
and challenged to develop their vision for the
future of post-conflict Ireland. They then take
what they learned back to Ireland to work
with WIP’s partners to deliver real change in
local communities.
Our program doesn’t end when a student
graduates. WIP’s alums are establishing
leadership roles in positions that cut across
a wide range of endeavors, including public
service, law, business, communications and
media, education, technology, the arts and
the nonprofit sector. Many members of the

WIP community have been actively involved in
the political negotiations and community work
that form a core part of the ongoing peace
process This community of independentlyminded leaders is making a unique and
vital contribution to a more peaceful and
prosperous future for Northern Ireland and
Ireland. WIP will continue to support them as
they do so.

Heather McCormick (WIP Alum and Board Member) and
Congressman John Lewis inspire a new generation of WIP
leaders at our 20th anniversary gala.

In 2014, the WIP Board passed a new strategy
and has committed to supporting its program
participants, its alums and its supporters in
several ways:
1. New Thinking: WIP will create opportunities
for new thinking to address substantive longterm issues through thoughtful, reasoned
negotiation and respectful dialogue.
2. New Action: WIP will support individuals
and communities to take new action to
find practical and principled solutions to
challenges facing the island of Ireland
today.
WIP’s strategic focus will emphasize innovative
ways to inspire, support and expand this
community to succeed in shaping a peaceful,
prosperous and shared future for the island of
Ireland.

4

roles at Finmeccanica North America, Xerox and
AT&T. She has been heavily involved with WIP for
over five years, active in our fundraising activities —
in particular with the Celtic Chefs.
John Feehery
John Feehery is the President of Quinn Gillespie
Communications and a Director of QGA Government
Affairs. He is a frequent commentator on the political
landscape, widely quoted around the country and often
seen on CNN, MSNBC and Fox News Channel. He
is also a regular contributor to CNN.com, POLITICO
and to The Hill’s “Pundits Blog.”
Eugene Hillery
Eugene Hillery is Director, International Operations
at Tableau Software, where he has been involved in

the set-up and expansion of Tableau’s Dublin office.
Mr Hillery is a graduate of University College Dublin
and a chartered accountant. Prior to Tableau he has
worked with KPMG, Salesforce.com and Head of
Investor Relations with investment company One51.
Joseph Kelley
Joseph B. Kelley is Vice President, Global Government
Affairs for Eli Lilly and Company. In that capacity, he
serves as the head of Lilly’s worldwide Government
Affairs’ activities. Prior to being named to this position
in April 2011, he was Vice President, Government
Affairs for Lilly USA, LLC where he also served as
a member of the Lilly USA’s Executive Operations
Committee for 15 years.

WIP Board Members
with President Higgins
and Sabina Higgins.

CHAPTER 1

Organization & Governance

The Staff of WIP
BRYAN PATTEN

WIP BOARD OF DIRECTORS
The Washington Ireland Program is fortunate to have a talented and experienced group of dedicated
individuals in Northern Ireland, Ireland and the US who provide leadership to realize WIP’s Vision:
Kevin J. Sullivan (Chair), Frank Cantrel Jr., (Vice-Chair), Kevin Moran (Treasurer), Kris Balderston, Jim
Boland, Chris Bollard, John Buscher, Jim Carroll, Lorraine Corcoran, Professor Roger Downer, John
Feehery, David Gavaghan, Eugene Hillery, Joseph Kelley, Kristin Leary, B.R. McConnon III, Heather
McCormick, Patrick McDermott, Dr. Duncan Morrow, Paul S. Quinn and Congressman Jim Walsh.

is WIP’s Executive Director, primarily based out of our
Dublin and Belfast offices. Prior to joining WIP, Bryan was a founding member of
the educational non-profit Suas, leading their work on access to education in India
and Kenya for seven years. Bryan is an Alumnus of Trinity College Dublin, where
he completed an Undergraduate in Technology and a Masters in Technology and
Education. During his time in Trinity, Bryan started a joint initiative between Suas and
TCD that has become a leading example of the use of technology to empower and
engage — the Bridge21.

WIP would like to thank outgoing Board member Anne Shields for her work and service, particularly
in relation to the Celtic Chef event.
WIP WAS DELIGHTED TO WELCOME NEW BOARD MEMBERS IN 2014 INCLUDING:
Kris Balderston
Kris Balderston leads Fleishman Hillard’s
Washington, D.C. office, bringing 30 — plus years
of communications and government experience.
His deep background in politics includes serving
as Special Representative for Global Partnerships
at the U.S. Department of State, where he led the
Global Partnership Initiative within the Office of
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the Secretary of State. Mr Balderston also has
held various roles during President Clinton’s term
and served as Sen. Hillary Clinton’s Legislative
Director and then Deputy Chief of Staff.

CLAIRE RUMPSA

is WIP’s Director of Engagement and is based in our
Washington, DC office. Originally from Northern Ireland, Claire has an LLB in Law
and Politics from Queen’s University Belfast and a M.Sc. in International Development
from University College Dublin. An Alumna of the WIP Class of 2004, she was also
involved in co-founding our sister organization SAWIP. Prior to joining WIP’s DC
team, Claire managed public health programs in rural Kenya.

Lorraine Corcoran
Lorraine is an independent communications
consultant, having previously worked in senior
6

JACKI MOWERY

Based in our DC Office, Jacki is Director of
Leadership Programs for WIP. Jacki has spent the majority of her career working
with and preparing University students for study abroad or exchange experience.
In the fall of 2013, Jacki lived in Dublin where she taught and facilitated servicelearning experiences for students from Northeastern University who were studying
at the Dublin Business School and the University College Dublin. Jacki earned her
BA with honors in History from Temple University in Philadelphia, PA. She also
earned a Masters in Public Policy with a focus on Conflict Resolution from The
George Washington University.
UNIVERSITY & GOVERNMENT PARTNERS
WIP continues to greatly appreciate the support of our University and Government Partners that include:
•

The Department of Education and Skills, Ireland;

•

Queen’s University Belfast;

•

The Office of the First Minister and deputy
First Minister, Northern Ireland;

•

Ulster University;

•

University College Cork;

•

Dublin City University;

•

University College Dublin;

•

The Institutes of Technology, Ireland;

•

University of Limerick;

•

NUI Galway;

•

University of Liverpool;.

•

Trinity College, The University of Dublin;

CHAPTER 2

CORPORATE AND PHILANTHROPIC PARTNERS
Accenture; Eli Lilly; the Ireland Funds; Verizon and Zurich.

A SPECIAL THANKS TO THE WIP HOST FAMILIES
Our host families have sustained the program
for 20 years by opening their homes and their
hearts to us. We thank them for everything
that they do and for the special bond they
share with our students.
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CELEBRATING 20 YEARS
OF MAKING A DIFFERENCE
To celebrate WIP’s twentieth anniversary, a series
of events were held across the island of Ireland in
April that brought the WIP community together.
These events focused on WIP’s achievements
and provided an opportunity to develop WIP’s
strategy for the future.
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WIP GALA—CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF WIP

A RECEPTION HOSTED BY PRESIDENT MICHAEL D. HIGGINS

“

Since its foundation as “The Young Leaders Program”, in 1994, your organisation has encouraged
several hundred young people from Ireland, North and South, to take an active part in the
shaping of their shared future, by committing to personal and professional excellence, and by
pushing their intellectual and professional curiosity beyond existing cultural, social and even
familial boundaries.

On the evening of April 25th, in partnership with
a visiting delegation from the Faith & Politics
Institute of Washington D.C., a Gala celebration
for WIP alums, friends and supporters was held
at the Titanic Belfast. Special guests included
US Presidential Medal of Freedom honoree
Congressman John Lewis, Senator Mazie Hirono,
Irish Minister for Justice, Francis Fitzgerald, Junior
Minister of Northern Ireland, Jonthan Bell, Belfast
Mayor, Máirtín Ó Muilleoir and leading business
figures from the U.S. The Gala was a tremendous
success with WIP alums and supporters celebrating
WIP’s achievements over the past twenty years
and looking forward to our role in the next phase
of political, social and economic development in
Ireland and Northern Ireland. The night ended with
a rousing musical performance from the Belfast
Community Gospel Choir.

I would like, as President of Ireland, to avail of this occasion to thank all of those who, year after
year, have ensured the perpetuation and development of the Washington Ireland Program.

”

— President Michael D. Higgins
WIP was honored to have a reception hosted
by President Michael D. Higgins and his wife
Sabina at their residence in Áras an Uachtaráin
in Dublin on April 22nd. Those in attendance at
this event included WIP’s founder Carol Wheeler,
host family and workplace supervisors from D.C.,
WIP supporters and many members of the alum
community. President Higgins delivered a powerful

speech that commended WIP for its contribution
to the peace process and Irish society. This was
followed by a speech by WIP Chair Kevin Sullivan
who reflected on the development of WIP from an
idea dreamed up in D.C. to an organization that
has successfully developed a vibrant community of
leaders across the island of Ireland and beyond.

A RECEPTION AT THE PLAYHOUSE THEATRE
Jessica Caldwell from WIP’s Class of 2012 hosted
an intimate wine reception in The Playhouse
Theatre, in Derry-Londonderry on the 24th of
April in honor of WIP’s Founder, Carol Wheeler.
This event occurred in conjunction with the Faith
& Politics Institute’s visit to the city.
Approximately 30 guests attended including WIP
alum and the then Mayor of Derry-Londonderry
Martin Reilly (WIP’99). Other guests included
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those from the wider Project Children community
who had been involved in founding WIP.
Who would have thought 20 years ago
“that
we would be bringing to the table
so many new ideas and voices, from all
communities and backgrounds, to focus on
the challenges and opportunities that will
shape the future of this island.

“
— Carol Wheeler, WIP Founder

“The 20 years of valuable investment the program
has made in our young people has given us many
hundreds of passionate, capable young leaders
across a huge diversity of sectors. The strong
connections and networks they have made will be
an enduring legacy of this program—and I have
no doubt will prove endlessly helpful in improving
relationships across the sectors, governments and
countries in the years ahead, helping to break
down barriers and create new ideas, innovations
and policies…..On behalf of the government of
Northern Ireland I extend our gratitude for your
many years of kindness and dedication to the
cause of peace and building a shared future here.”

WIP SPRING SCHOOL — CREATING OPPORTUNITIES
FOR NEW THINKING AND NEW ACTION
On Saturday 26th April, WIP hosted a ‘Spring
School’ at the Titanic Belfast that brought
together young people from all backgrounds
and communities together to reflect on the major
challenges and opportunities facing Northern
Ireland and Ireland over the next twenty years.
This event is directly linked to WIP’s strategic
commitment to create opportunities for new thinking
and to create additional entry points into the WIP
community for those who share WIP’s vision.
Contributors included Jennifer O’Malley Dillon,
deputy Director of the Obama 2012 Campaign
and Tom Wheeler, Chair of the Federal
Communications Commission. Global and local
leaders convened to focus on a diverse range of
themes including technology and communications,
democracy and citizenship and international
relations. The format for each panel provided an
hour for a panel discussion, followed by breakout
groups for our attendees to develop their responses
to the ideas proposed.
Many thanks to the speakers who contributed
to the stimulating discussions including David
Gavaghan, Hans Zomer, Danny Moore, Conor
Devine, Chris Johnston (WIP ‘01), Emma Pengelly
(WIP‘02), Chris Lyttle MLA (WIP‘02), Dr. Aisling
Swaine, Kingsley Donaldson, Ciaran Gallagher
(WIP’09) and Bronagh Finnegan (WIP‘11).We
were delighted to be joined by Brian John Spencer,
whose animations tracked the conversation.

— Jonathan Bell, DUP MLA
have come here to salute you.The Washington
“ IIreland
Program and its young people have
always sought to find some way of making a way
— Congressman John Lewis
out of no way.

”
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productive, vibrant, and loved arts-centers in Northern
Ireland and Ireland. It is based inside the historic walls
of my hometown of Derry. My role is Front of House
Manager. Having taken up the position during Derry’s
hosting of the City of Culture celebrations, I had to
adapt quickly to this fast paced arts center with its ‘all
hands on deck’ approach.
The Playhouse has been at the forefront of peace
building through the medium of art for 21 years and
we pride ourselves on offering a shared space for all.
Managing a large team of staff can be challenging
and not something I could have pursued confidently
without the leadership development that I experienced
as part of WIP. I am currently planning two festivals
and fundraising for various projects, one of which is
to fund free places for children from interface areas to
participate in our annual Children’s Art Festival.
The ethos of the Playhouse is ‘making arts accessible
for all’, and this is what drew me to the organization.

“ WIP

gave me the drive to
pursue the career I wanted,
but it also encouraged and
developed a sense of social
responsibility that I knew I felt,
but never had the confidence
to stand up and pursue.”

WIP Class of 2012
at Alumni Ball

CHAPTER 3

WIP’s Impact: Alum Community
IN FOCUS: WIP’s legacy and impact is seen in part
through the actions of our alum community. Here, we
shine a spotlight on a few alums that are working in
diverse fields to create positive change across the
island of Ireland.

“Each of you, the alumni from the Program,
have gone on to pursue a career in areas as
diverse as politics, business, media or the arts,
but all of you are united by a commitment to
discern the potential for positive transformation
around you—a shared ambition to craft a
better future for this island and, beyond it, for JESSICA CALDWELL
Front of House Manager, Playhouse Theatre
the wider world.”
— President Michael D. Higgins
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I work in The Playhouse, which is one of the most

I am exposed to so many talented and courageous
people on a day-to-day basis who feel strongly about
the arts and their role in our society as a vehicle for
change. There is an optimism in this work that is
infectious and I’m inspired by it everyday.
In many ways my work at the Playhouse is part of a
larger, collective effort to create a vibrant, creative
and prosperous space in Northern Ireland. By
using innovative methods to tackle the issues facing
communities, we make an impact in the daily lives of
people. As a young person I feel it is my responsibility
to use my experiences to do this at a community level.
I want a Northern Ireland that can look to the past and
feel confident about the future.
Last year I was filled with immense pride as I welcomed
the WIP Class of 2013 to Derry for their graduation
ceremony. WIP has given me a great sense of purpose
and boosted my confidence. As I looked for a career
in the creative industries, I was filled with DC’s fearless
attitude and lived by my DC motto ‘if you don’t ask, you
don’t get’.
During our summer Kevin Sullivan, the Chair of WIP,

repeatedly said, “don’t wait your turn, act now, lead
now, don’t settle”. I am pleased to say I haven’t!

RONAN LYONS
Assistant Professor of Economics, Trinity College Dublin
Ronan is currently an Assistant Professor of Economics
at Trinity College Dublin. He is carving out a strong
national and international reputation as a leading
thinker and academic, with a particular focus on the
Irish housing market. Alongside a PhD from Oxford
University, he set up the Economic Research unit of daft.
ie, Ireland’s leading property website whose quarterly
Daft Report is one of the most widely cited economic
reports in the country.
For Ronan, the Daft Report is an expression of his own
leadership and service, providing an opportunity to
do some of the best research and analysis possible,
innovating and developing new measurement tools
along the way. ‘Websites like Daft sit on information
that can help people to make better decisions’, he
said, a link he makes to the spirit and ethos of The
Washington Ireland Program, ‘I would like to think
that the Washington Ireland Program mentality filters
through to the work we do with the Daft Report’, he
added.
Ronan had a work placement through WIP in 2002 on
Capitol Hill with the late Congressman Donald Payne.
It was an experience which has radically shaped his
appreciation of how political systems operate and the
variations between the US and European models of
government, ‘One of the biggest things I got from my
summer in Washington was perspective on continental
differences. I think Europeans tend to be stuck in the
grey. They see both sides but can be too reluctant to
come down on either. And in the US it might be the
opposite, they see in black and white. The element of
seeing both sides is important but so is an element of
decisiveness and leadership’.
Ronan also gained direct lessons in assertiveness and
confidence, which he hopes he has carried on into
his own work, life and in service to wider society. ‘I
think Irish people, certainly our generation who grew
up in the 80s, were told to pipe down and don’t be
12

too assertive. I think that is a good message- it keeps
you grounded — but when we got over to the States
we realized that if we actually just asked, often people
would say ‘yes’. And if you don’t ask, the answer is
definitely no!’
For Ronan, the Washington Ireland Program can play a
big role in building the future too and contributing fresh
thinking, but a long-term perspective is required. ‘We
are now 20 years into the program. We are seeing the
first WIP ministers and Mayors. We have had a strong
representation in Law from the early days but that will
only get more important when we see judges, barristers
and politicians.

“ So I think in many ways if we
were to judge WIP just after
20 years, we have almost
missed some of the point
of it. Really the fruits of this
program are in the long run.”

first taster for digital business. ‘It was a really great
opportunity to shadow and get access to someone
who was in a very senior position. It gave me my first
insight into what management and leadership are all
about. I worked on a very interesting project looking at
how federal government gives information through the
Internet to business’.
Over ten years later that experience has manifested
in the establishment of Adoreboard. ‘We help brands
understand how people feel about them online. We
take millions of documents from online media and social
media and we analyze them for emotions. From that
we can tell what emotions are being expressed about
a brand online. We have developed a new metric
called the AdoreScore. It works a bit like a stock price
for brands. It tells brands if they are being adored or
floored by their customers’.
‘We are exploring how it can be used in public health
campaigns. So how people are reacting to obesity,
public awareness campaigns or smoking campaigns,
for example. We are looking at how it can be applied
to political life, providing an AdoreScore for political
parties and candidates’. He went on to further explain,
‘We talk about ‘data for good’. So we have all this data,
but how can we use it for good? How can we use it to
tell leaders that they are going a good or bad job, or
how can we help charities, like Amnesty International?’
Technology, he believes, has the capacity to have a
radical impact not only on the way business is run but in
how societies operate, particularly in Northern Ireland.
‘If technology is embraced by society’, he suggested,
‘it can totally transform society including new political
movements and new ideas in society, which are rooted
in exploring things and pushing the boundaries. If
technology is central to that, then we are on the cusp of
something really exciting within Northern Ireland.
WIP challenges you in so many ways and provides an
opportunity to be inspired. Programs like the Washington
Ireland Program can, he believes, play a crucial role in
supporting young people.

CHRIS JOHNSTON
Founder and CEO of AdoreBoard

“WIP

Chris Johnston is the founder of the fast growing,
AdoreBoard, a Belfast based tech-start up which has
been attracting national and international attention
for its innovative data analysis and brand profiling
information. Based out of Queen’s University Belfast,
Adoreboard was named as ‘Best Technology Start-up
2014’ by the influential body Silicon Valley Global
Leadership Forum (ITLG).

Chris Johnston is passionate about technology, and
even more so, the intersection of technology and
business. It was while he was on the Washington
Ireland Program in 2001 completing a work placement
at the Environmental Protection Agency that he got his
13

can change your
attitudes, and can propel you
to seek out new knowledge
and skills which allow you to
accomplish the things that you
want to.”

very distinct memories not only of bombs within the
town of Markethill but also of going to primary school
and someone just having lost their father, who had
been murdered. There were a number of children in
my school classroom in that position. I also remember
being bomb — scared out of my primary school. So this
was something that from a very young age I was very
conscious of, and the news and the politics of it played
out on a nightly basis on the BBC news. So I think that
very much got me engaged from the start’.

EMMA PENGELLY
Special Advisor to the First Minister of Northern Ireland
Emma Pengelly is the Special Advisor to the First Minister
of Northern Ireland, Peter Robinson, working on issues
of policy development based in Stormont. Initially intent
on Law, it was her experience in student politics and
later her involvement in WIP which augmented her
desire to move into politics. ‘The Washington Ireland
Program really opened my mind and eyes to the
different kinds of roles and jobs that people can do to
make a difference, not just as elected representatives
but in different roles.’
Returning to Northern Ireland and following her
graduation from Queen’s University Belfast, she
practiced as a Barrister for a number of years until
she had an opportunity to work as an advisor to the
preparation committee for government, a committee
which preceded devolution in January 2007. ‘I had the
great opportunity of being involved in the process up
to and through devolution. I came into work as special
advisor to the First Minister. All of the activity around
that time, the visits that we had and the good will we
had towards devolution in Northern Ireland and meant
that it was a very positive and optimistic time’. Emma
knew that this was a pivotal time in Northern Ireland,
‘There was an opportunity in 2007 with the DUP and
Sinn Féin coming into government. I think there was
cynicism in the government about whether this could
this work? Could these two dramatically different
parties work together? So it has been an incredibly
interesting journey to see how devolution since 2007
has bedded down and how that has stabilized’.
Like many of her peers, it was difficult for her not to
escape politics and be drawn in from a young age.
‘It was not just politicians on television talking’, she
explained, ‘politics in Northern Ireland was very
much what you saw every single day. It played itself
out on the streets, on the news — the violence that
was ongoing. It was what was talked about in your
class’. Emma grew up in Markethill, County Armagh,
a place she describes as being ‘significantly impacted
by the Troubles’. Here she had direct experience of the
consequences of the Troubles, and recounted, ‘I have

Emma is now involved in coordinating the Executive’s
anti-sectarian strategy ‘Together: Building a United
Community’. For her, in many ways, it is about building
a better Northern Ireland for the next generation of
young people. But she is also keenly aware of the
challenges. ‘That isn’t easy. I don’t think any society,
anywhere in the world that has suffered conflict or
division — or at least very few countries — have been
able to find the reconciliation to build that togetherness
and to move forward in a positive way. It is very hard to
do that quickly. But I think we are very much prepared to
take the time that is required to build strong foundations
and concentrate on our young people to help them in
moving forward to build a better and brighter future’.

“I

think the Washington
Ireland Program made me
realize the complexity of
the concept of leadership—
that leadership is not just
the person who is out front
in battle, or the person who
is, the head of a political
party or the head of a
country or an institution.
I think leadership can
manifest itself in so many
different roles.”
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WIP MENTORING SCHEME
A mentoring scheme, to support WIP alums from across
years to connect and share their skills and experiences,
continued in 2014. The WIP Mentoring Scheme helps
connect alums to coach, support and motivate each
other. Feedback from those who have participated in the
scheme has been very positive and mentoring continues
to be a key feature of the alum community through both
formal and informal channels.

WIP ALUM COMMUNITY
PAY IT FORWARD
MARINE CORPS MARATHON
WIP is extremely proud of the four alums Claire Rumpsa
(WIP’04), Kathryn Walls (WIP’00), Claire Savage
(WIP’00) and Ally Sinclair (WIP’01) who hit the streets
of D.C. in aid of WIP to complete the grueling Marine
Corps Marathon. All four runners finished the marathon
and exceeded their fundraising targets. Well done to all!

WIP Class of 2014 debate
new ideas for old challenges

WIP CHARITY CHRISTMAS PARTIES

NEW THINKING

Our thriving alumn community participated
in a diverse range of activities in 2014.
WIP LEADERSHIP DINNERS
2014 saw a highly successful
series of WIP leadership dinners
organized and attended by WIP’s
vibrant alum community in London.
The events were well attended by
WIP alums who enjoyed off the
record discussions with leaders
who have achieved significant
achievements in their chosen fields.
Speakers included Jon Harding,
Global Head of Leadership
Development at Barclay’s Bank , Dr.
Aidan McQuade — the Director of
Anti-Slavery International, leading
organizational psychologists Prof.
Adrian Furnham and Mary Clare
Race, and Jo Owen, the creator of
Teach First. Each event begins with
a facilitated conversation followed
by a dinner with the special guest.
The Leadership Dinners provide
an opportunity for alums to learn,
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connect and socialize with an
influential network of professional
peers and friends and fits with WIP’s
commitment to provide opportunities
for ‘new thinking’ to emerge.
CIVIC CONVERSATIONS
Jonny Elliot (WIP’12) organized
the first WIP civic conversations in
October at the Common Grounds
Café and in December at the Linen
Hall Library in Belfast regarding
Scotland’s Referendum and its
consequences for both the U.K.
and Ireland. Jonny co-hosted the
conversations with Denis Stewart of
RSA Ireland and the International
Futures Forum. This initiative is
part of WIP’s strategy to create
opportunities for new thinking
to address substantive long-term
issues through thoughtful, reasoned
negotiation and respectful dialogue.

NEW ACTION

WIP SKY DIVE

Charity Christmas socials were organized by WIP
alums in Belfast and Dublin. With alums wearing tacky
Christmas sweaters, not only were the socials full of
Christmas cheer, but they were also an opportunity
for WIP Alumni to fundraise for charities close to their
hearts. Money was raised for ‘100 Help the Homeless’
and the ‘Inner City Helping Homeless’ charities.

Congratulations and thank you to Bronagh Finnegan
(WIP‘11) and Ben English (WIP‘12) who courageously
did a skydive in aid of WIP. Thanks Ben and Bronagh!

WIP Launches New Community
Partnerships
At WIP we believe that we can
best achieve our goals by actively
collaborating with like-minded
organizations. In 2014 we
formalized this value by setting
up relationships with community
organizations in Northern Ireland
and Ireland, such as Cooperation
Ireland and Future Voices Ireland.
We have been training our Alums
to provide mentoring support for
substantial programs for young
people in disadvantaged areas
of Dublin and Belfast. We plan to
expand this project significantly
in 2015.

WIP ALUM BALL
Another fantastic WIP Alum Ball took place
in October in Dublin. This is a key date on
the WIP social calendar as it’s always a
fantastic opportunity for alums to catch-up
with friends, and meet the new members of
the alum community.
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AUTUMN
The Class of 2014 presents their WIP policy papers at
the Royal Irish Academy in Dublin and graduate at a
ceremony held at the Smock Alley Theatre in Dublin.
Independent Unionist MLA for East Londonderry Claire
Sugden (WIP 2010) delivers a Breakfast Briefing on the
political scene in Northern Ireland to WIP supporters
in Washington D.C.

SUMMER
Norman Houston, Director of the Northern Ireland Bureau
for North America hosts a welcome luncheon for the WIP
Class of 2014 and supporters.

CHAPTER 4 WIP IN 2014
SPRING
WIP Alum and Mayor of Derry-Londonderry Martin
Reilly and Dr. Stephen Farry, the Minister for
Employment and Learning for Northern Ireland launch
The WIP Class of 2014
The first WIP London Leadership Dinner of the year
takes place led by guest speaker Matthew Doyle who
was the Political Director for the former Prime Minister
Tony Blair.
Our fifth annual Evening with Celtic Chefs event
in honor of WIP Founder, Carol Wheeler, raises a
record breaking $140,000.
WIP celebrates our 20th Anniversary with a series of
events across the island of Ireland.

• The WIP Spring School at the Titanic Belfast brings
leaders and young people together to develop ideas
and to address major challenges facing Northern
Ireland and Ireland over the next twenty years.

Our Leadership Dinner series continues as Dr Aidan
McQuade, the Director of Anti-Slavery, discusses moral
courage and leadership with alums at the Garden
Court Chambers in London.
Golfers take to the field for the ninth Annual Celtic Cup Golf
Tournament at the Lake Presidential Golf Club.

The WIP Class of 2014 volunteer with our friends and
partners at the D.C. Central Kitchen Nutrition Lab and the
youth organization Life Pieces to Masterpieces.

As WIP graduates spanning twenty years gather for
the Alum Ball in Dublin to celebrate another great year
for the program, applications open for the WIP Class
of 2015.

The class shares their experiences with students from
South Africa, Israel and Palestine, through the SAWIP
and NSL projects. They also run weekly debates
hosted by international law firm Crowell and Moring in
Washington D.C.

WINTER

The women of the Class of 2014 are honored to attend
the 13th Annual Vital Voices Global Leadership Awards
at the Kennedy Centre as guests of special WIP supporter
and friend, Susan Davis.
Back in Belfast WIP hosts a discussion and reception with
a visiting delegation from the American Council of Young
Political Leaders (ACYPL) at the new MAC Theatre.
The Class of 2014 reflects on their experiences at the
Blue Mountain Retreat Center in West Virginia and then
celebrates Independence Day as guests of the wonderful
Mitchell Family.

WIP hosts a Civic Conversation in Belfast to discuss the
consequences of the Scottish referendum for both the
U.K. and Ireland.

WIP co-hosts a breakfast briefing with the Northern
Ireland Bureau featuring Professor Marianne Elliott,
Director of the Institute for Irish Studies at the University
of Liverpool and Award winning BBC journalist
Claire Savage (WIP ‘00), leads a further briefing in
Washington DC.
Our Civic Conversation series continues at the Linen
Hall in Belfast with the issue of the upcoming Scottish
Referendum in the spotlight.
WIP Alums get together for our annual Charity
Christmas Jumper Parties in Dublin and Belfast.

The students work with a team from the Harvard Business
School to explore the principles of adaptive leadership.
Our Annual Congressional Forum honors Rep. Peter King
and Rep. Richard E. Neal.
WIP Students complete their work placements in
Congressional Offices, Government Departments,
leading corporate firms, think tanks and non-profits.
Her Excellency Anne Anderson, Ambassador of Ireland,
hosts a Farewell Reception for the WIP the Class of 2014
at her official residence.

• A Reception hosted by President Higgins and
Sabina Higgins at Áras an Uachtaráin on April
22nd in honor of WIP.
• An evening at The Playhouse Theatre in DerryLondonderry on April 24th in honor of Carol
Wheeler and Project Children.
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• The WIP 20th Anniversary Gala at the Titanic
Belfast on Friday April 25th. Special guests include
U.S. Presidential Medal of Freedom honoree
Congressman John Lewis.

A 20th Anniversary Festive Toast to WIP is held in
Washington D.C at the offices of DDC Advocacy
with special guest Ambassador David O’Sullivan, EU
Ambassador to Washington.
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AN EVENING WITH CELTIC CHEFS
The fifth annual Evening with Celtic Chefs raised
a record breaking $140,000 for WIP. The honoree
for the evening was WIP’s Founder, Carol Wheeler.
Thanks to everyone who helped to make this event
such a great success, from the Celebrity Chefs who
wowed everyone with their delicious food, the VIP
Sous Chefs who sported their blue aprons with style,
and to wonderful guests who created such a fantastic
atmosphere. The event was a wonderful start to the
20th Anniversary Celebrations for WIP.
A PARTICULAR WORD OF THANKS
TO OUR SUPPORTERS:
20th Anniversary Master
Chef (Partners)

Union of Bricklayers
& Allied Craftworkers

O’Dwyer and Bernstein

The DC Friends of Ireland

Frank and Anne Cantrel
Jim and Mary Beth Carroll

Mary Ann Sullivan and
Larry Petro

Intercontinental Real
Estate Corporaton

Competitive Carriers
Association

TTR Sotheby’s
International Realty

Irish Dairy Board, Inc.
Kerrygold Cheese

Cross Country Consulting

Wine and Spirits
Wholesalers of America

Kristin Leary

Chefs De Partie

Hon Richard Riley,

Chefs De Cuisine
(Benefactors)
CenturyLink
The Corcoran Family
Foundation
Joe and Lynne Horning
Angela Moore
Gerald and Margaret
Vento
Carol and Tom Wheeler

Susan Davis, Susan Davis
International
DDC Advocacy
Diageo
Nell Henderson
and Kevin Sullivan

Zurich

Landon Butler &
Company, LP

Executive Chefs (Patrons)

Jack Marco, The Marco
Consulting Group

Jim Boland, International

Northern Ireland Bureau

Terry O’Sullivan, LiUNA!

(Sponsors)
Ambassador Elizabeth
Frawley Bagley

International Brotherhood
of Electrical Workers

Paul and Denny Quinn
Nelson Mullins/
Education Counsel
Anne and Mark Shields

Brendan Doyle
and Larry Kirkland

Mark H. Tuohey III

John Feehery

Hon Jim and
DeDe Walsh

Forbes-Tate
Joe Hassett

Bob Van Heuvelen

Max Wheeler

9TH ANNUAL CELTIC CUP GOLF TOURNAMENT

A FESTIVE TOAST TO WIP

The 9th Annual Celtic Cup returned to Lake Presidential
Golf Club in Upper Marlboro, Maryland on the 22nd
September. The day began with a short speech by
incoming Board Chair, Jim Carroll, followed by bagpipe
music as the players took to the course. The weather was
spectacular and there was widespread agreement that
moving the date of the tournament from the middle of
July to the middle of September was a good decision!
The tournament was ably staffed by WIP alum volunteers.
$70,000 was raised for the Washington Ireland Program.

WIP’s 20th Anniversary year was brought to a close
with a Festive Toast Reception at the offices of WIP Board
member, BR McConnon III. Guests were delighted to hear
from Ambassador David O’Sullivan, EU Ambassador to
Washington and a native of Ireland. This also provided a
fitting opportunity to celebrate WIP’s most successful End
of Year Giving Appeal.

Special thanks to our major sponsors: The Verizon
Foundation; The Corcoran Family Foundation; Accenture,
the Motion Picture Association of America and Allergan.
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Honoree Carol Wheeler with Ambassador Anne Anderson
and Northern Ireland Bureau Director Norman Houston

CHAPTER 5

The WIP class of 2014
The application process for WIP’s flagship
leadership and service program continued to
be rigorous and competitive. 406 applications
were received, 76 students interviewed and
30 students were selected for the WIP Class of

2014. WIP received applications from over 20
Universities and Colleges across Ireland and the
UK. WIP encourages applications from students
who represent diverse backgrounds, different
identities and a wide cultural perspective.
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WIP continues make positive progress towards representation from students from the following backgrounds:
•

Students on full grant from university or having all their
fees paid based upon the income of their parents.

•

Students who are first in their family (excluding siblings)
to attend university or college.

•

Students who received Education Maintenance
Allowance (EMA) during the last two years of their
secondary school education (Northern Ireland).

•

Students who graduated from post-primary schools
supported through the Delivering Equality of Opportunity
in Schools (DEIS) Program (Republic of Ireland).

•

Students who are from a single parent family.

•

Students who are members of the Presbyterian Church
in Ireland, the Church of Ireland or the Methodist
Church in Ireland.

•

Students studying in any of the Institutes of Technology
in the Republic of Ireland.

•

Students studying in any of the six Regional Colleges in
Northern Ireland.

WIP CLASS OF 2014
RACHEL BRESLIN
University College Dublin
LLB Law
Rachel is currently the Debates Convenor for
UCD Law Society and Secretary of the Please
Talk Committee. Prior to this she served as
Vice-President (Welfare) and President of UCD
Students’ Union, and completed a consulting
internship in a professional services firm.
Within UCD Students’ Union Rachel founded
CleverCuisine.ie, led a national campaign on
marriage equality, and represented students
at the Universitas U21 Student Summit in
Vancouver. Rachel is an advocate for equal
representation in corporate and political life
and volunteers with Women for Election on
their youth leadership programme.
CIARA BUCKLEY
University College Cork
International Relations, French and Politics
Ciara is a member of UCC Ulink Peer Support
Programme, aiding the transition of first year
students into University life. She co-founded
the annual ‘Random Acts of Kindness’ Peer
Support Week and has been an elected
member of the College Council twice. Ciara
advocates for mental health awareness and
is a member of UCC ‘Student Welfare Action
Group committee’; she is also an executive
member of Cork based charity ‘Students
Harness Aid for the Relief of the Elderly’.
Ciara has been a student ambassador at both
Regional and National Finals of the European
Youth Parliament, and has completed her
Erasmus in France.
ANDREW CARRUTHERS
Queen’s University Belfast
History
Andrew is a final year History student currently
focusing on the social and religious history of
the modern USA. At Queen’s he has served as
a Student Councilor for two years, representing
the Faculty of Arts, Humanities and Social
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Sciences, and as Speaker of the Students’
Union Council. An experienced debater and
public speaker, Andrew has also served as the
President of the Literary and Scientific Society,
Queen’s debating chamber and oldest student
society, and has successfully competed in a
number of All-Ireland competitions. He is also
a volunteer for Habitat for Humanity, a charity
addressing the issue of global poverty housing.
LAURA CASHMAN
University College Cork
MA International Relations
Laura is one of the founding members and
currently Chairperson of the UCC Cancer
Society. She is the UCC School of History
Postgraduate Ambassador and a Student
Union Class Representative. Laura coordinated
YourTurn Cork 2014 to encourage secondary
school students to think about change in their
local community. She is a graduate of the Suas
Global Issues course and is to complete a work
placement with UNHCR in April. Laura is a
fluent Irish speaker and represented Ireland
abroad on three occasions with the Imokilly
Irish Dancers.
JACK DANAHER
Trinity College Dublin
LLB Law and Business
Jack currently runs Ethnic Threads, an ethical
clothing company which sources and imports
clothing directly from Kenya. As PRO of one
of Trinity’s largest societies, the Law Society,
Jack has helped double its membership. He
maintains an active involvement in University
politics, having been on the management team
of three successful Student Union campaigns.
He is a passionate campaigner for student
mental health and is a recipient of the Arthur
Cox Prize for his commitment to the Trinity
College community. He has completed an
internship in law firm Arthur Cox and has
served on the committee of the Surf Club and
Fishing Society.

STUART DUNLOP
University of Glasgow
Politics
Stuart is a student of Politics with a keen interest
in political affairs both at home and abroad.
He has interned in the office of the Leader of
the Ulster Unionist Party, and was a member of
the Select Vestry of his local Church of Ireland
parish where he worked hard to develop a
culture of youth participation and inclusion.
Since moving to Glasgow Stuart has been
involved in, and now leads, the University’s
Enactus team, developing opportunities for
students to use their skills and talents to improve
the circumstances of disadvantaged people
within the local community.
SEÁN FEARON
Queen’s University Belfast
Politics, Philosophy and Economics
Seán is a committed activist within Sinn Féin
Republican Youth, and holds the position of
chairperson of Queen’s University Sinn Féin
cumann, alongside his position as a two time
member of Sinn Féin National Youth Committee.
With a keen interest in international politics,
Seán is the current International Officer for Sinn
Féin Republican Youth, leading delegations to
independence movements in Catalonia and
Corsica, and accompanying a group to the
Basque Country.
MÍCHEÁL GALLAGHER
University College Dublin
Social Science
Mícheál is currently the president of University
College Dublin Students’ Union. In the past
Mícheál was elected Student Union Welfare
Officer and has been involved with the Please
Talk National Steering Committee promoting
mental health. He is also the founder of the
UCD Social Science Charity Ball. In 2013
Mícheál represented Ireland at the One Young
World youth leadership conference in South
Africa. Mícheál is a native of Donegal.

EMLYN GAVIN
Trinity College Dublin
LLB Law and Business
With the ability to speak four languages, Emlyn
has a keen interest in developing relations
with, and learning from, people of different
cultures. An All-Ireland Scholarship recipient,
last year he studied abroad in Uppsala,
Sweden. Emlyn is passionate about increasing
access to university through alternative means,
and is currently an academic tutor for Trinity
Voluntary Tuition Programme, supporting
students from disadvantaged areas in Dublin.
He is an instructor for the Trinity Surf Team and
has acted as a swimming instructor for children
with disabilities.
THOMAS HALLIDAY
Queens University Belfast
Modern History and Politics
Thomas is a final year student studying modern
history and politics at Queen’s University Belfast.
He is actively involved in student societies,
holding the positions of Vice Chairman of
Queen’s Democratic Unionist Association and
Chairman of Queen’s Orange society. He has
also participated in the Stripe Project, which
seeks to promote community development and
positive relations within Northern Ireland, and
he is interested in Northern Ireland politics and
conflict resolution. Thomas is a keen sportsman
who enjoys playing football and rugby.
NEIL HARRISON
University of Ulster
Law with Politics
Neil is an active member of the Ulster Unionist
Party in which he is a Secretary and Youth
Development Officer within his own constituency.
Neil is also an active member within the Loyal
Orders in which he holds several positions of
leadership and last summer participated in
measures to resolve local parading disputes.
Neil has volunteered and fund-raised extensively
for cancer research and heart disease charities
and is heavily involved with his local church and
faith-based outreach initiatives.
MARY HASSAN
Queen’s University Belfast
LLB Common and Civil Law
with Hispanic Studies
Mary recently completed an Erasmus year in
Spain, having previously studied Mandarin
Chinese and International Finance in Shanghai
through the Study China Programme. She has
volunteered with youth groups and human
rights organizations in El Salvador as a legal
language specialist and interpreter. Mary has
an interest in Women’s Rights and organised
workshops for women in Salvadorian rural
communities. At Queen’s, Mary holds executive
positions in Business Club, Greens at Queens,

Model UN and QUB SAFE. She works as a
Residential Assistant and hopes to pursue a
career in the European Institutions.

in cross-border relations. He has been involved
in fund-raising for charities such as Marie Curie
Cancer Care and Autism NI.

SÉAMUS HOGAN
University of Ulster
Occupational Therapy

CLIONA MCCARNEY
Queen’s University Belfast
Politics and History

Séamus is a founding member and CoChairperson of the newly formed North South
Youth Council, a platform for young people’s
participation in common interests on the
island of Ireland. He is also an active member
of the US Embassy Dublin Youth Council,
Headstrong’s National Youth Advisory Panel
(YAP) and Jigsaw Meath’s YAP. He has been
involved in Foróige since 2007 and has a keen
interest in sport, coaching soccer for Special
Olympics soccer athletes. He also plays Gaelic
football for club and university.

Cliona is an active member of the SDLP,
currently serving as Vice-Chair of the SDLP
Youth and Women’s Group, and previously
as the SDLP Equality Officer. She is former
President of the Queens Politics Society and
member of student council. Cliona is a weekly
volunteer for St Vincent De Paul and previously
taught French and Drama in a local primary
school. Last year, Cliona interned with London
based political consultancy firm Centreground
Political Communications. Cliona is interested
in American politics and plans to travel to Ohio
to volunteer for the 2016 Presidential election.

PAUL LOUGHRAN
Queen’s University Belfast
Business
Paul is currently on a placement year, working
as a Business Analyst at New York Stock
Exchange Euronext. He is passionate about
homelessness and mental health and leads
two homelessness organizations, ‘Regenerate
NI’ which he founded to provide part-time
employment to homeless individuals, and ‘100
Help The Homeless,’ which he co-founded and
for which he is currently applying for charitable
status. He serves on the Board of Directors of NI
mental health charity
OLIVIA MACDONALD
Waterford Institute of Technology
Accounting
Olivia is passionate about the difference
one-on-one attention can make for children,
and frequently tutors in local primary and
secondary schools as part of outreach programs
supporting students from disadvantaged areas.
Since starting college Olivia has been a
recipient of the WIT Community Service Award,
PricewaterhouseCoopers Scholarship, and
CIMA Management Accounting Award. Olivia
has a part-time career as an account and office
administrator and last summer ran her own
office, training in two replacements upon her
return to college.
ROBERT MAGEE
University of Ulster
Politics with Criminology
Robert is an advocate of reconciliation through
sport, holding the position of secretary for the
Northern Ireland Football Supporters Club in
Jordanstown, and having worked as a Games
Ambassador at the World Police and Fire
Games in Belfast in 2013. As a product of
integrated education, Robert has a passion for
cross-community interaction and strong interest

HANNAH MCCARTHY
Trinity College Dublin
LLB Law and Business
Hannah has a passion for politics and a keen
interest in law and technology. In 2013 she
was Auditor of the College Historical Society,
the world’s oldest student debating society,
hosting guests including President of the EU
Commission, and Nobel Laureates. She has
interned in a number of leading Irish law
firms and nonprofits in Ireland, Kenya and
India, and helped to launch the social tech
Adtruism. Hannah is an alumni of the US State
Department’s International Visitor Leadership
Program and represents Trinity College on
Ireland’s US Embassy Youth Council.
TARA MCEVOY
Queen’s University Belfast
English
Tara is editor of The Gown student newspaper
at Queen’s, and was previously head of news
for campus radio station Queen’s Radio. She
has served as a course representative on
the staff/student consultative committee and
school board. She is passionate about social
justice, and a member of the Queen’s Amnesty
International Society. Tara has volunteered
with Belfast’s ‘Oh Yeah Centre’, and gained
an OCN Business qualification with Virgin
Media Scheme ‘The Project.’ An aspiring
journalist, Tara has work experience with NME
Magazine and has had her writing published in
The Independent, The Guardian and Fortnight
Magazine.
COLM MCGLONE
University of Ulster
MA Documentary Practice
Colm is a Master’s student in Documentary
Practice at the University of Ulster. His passion is
media and he believes it can be a positive
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tool in breaking down barriers to progress
in the North of Ireland. Colm is a freelance
videographer who has worked on projects
ranging from corporate work and advertising,
to workshops with NGOs. For the past year
he has worked with young people from
single identity and cross-community groups,
using media to challenge sectarianism. As
a keen Hurler and member of the university
hurling team, Colm recently represented the
University against the Scottish universities
shinty team in a game of shinty.
CAOIMHE MCGUINNESS
University of Ulster
Msc. Management
and Corporate Governance
Caoimhe is passionate about improving her
local community and volunteers with Bryson
Charity, befriending isolated elderly people.
She coordinates an after schools club in Belfast
for primary school children, and volunteers
for St Teresa’s summer school. Last summer
she worked in London delivering a National
Citizen’s Service Program for teenagers
with The Challenge Charity. Awarded an
International Business scholarship, Caiomhe
studied at University of Mount Union, Ohio,
and has participated in Queen’s University’s
2013 London Law Program.
ODHRÁN MCMAHON
University of Liverpool
History
Through a work placement with the public
sector trade union Unison, Odhrán had
the opportunity to experience high profile
meetings involving the devolution of policing
and justice in Northern Ireland. He is currently
learning Irish as an extracurricular subject
and wishes to pursue a career in diplomacy.
In 2014 he plans to study for Master’s Degree
in Understanding Conflict at the University
of Liverpool. He is also a keen saxophone
player with the University Big Band.
TARA MELLETT
University of Liverpool
Diagnostic Radiography
Tara is a final year student and participates
as a student mentor within her course. She
volunteers as an administrative assistant
with Irish Community Care Merseyside, a
charitable organization providing support
for the Irish and Irish Traveller communities
in Liverpool. Tara is passionate about
addressing the discrimination Irish people
living in the UK face when accessing
healthcare, particularly mental health and
addiction services. In 2009 Tara was a
recipient of the All Ireland Scholarship
Scheme; she hopes to pursue further
education in Irish studies and politics whilst
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developing her career as a Diagnostic
Radiographer.
MARIA NÍ FHLATHARTA
National University of Ireland
Galway Civil Law
Maria is a final year Civil Law student with
an interest in disability law and policy. She
is currently on a research placement in the
Centre for Disability Law and Policy where she
focuses on access to justice for persons with
disabilities. She is active in student life, sitting
on the Student Union Council as Class Rep,
and on the Academic Council as a Student
Rep. Last year she established the anti-bullying
organization ShoutOut, and is a regional
coordinator for the national organization. She
was External Convener for NUIG’s Literary
and Debating society, representing them on
national and international circuits. Maria is a
proud Irish speaker.
KYLIE NOBLE
Queen’s University Belfast
English and Politics
Kylie has participated in activism as a
member of Amnesty International QUB,
working on campaigns on the death penalty,
women’s rights in Afghanistan and the arms
trade treaty, as well as through activism
regarding marriage equality, fracking in
Fermanagh and the anti-G8 rally. Kylie
also chaired QUB Greens in 2013-2014.
With a passion for Journalism, Kylie is a
freelancer for The Impartial Reporter, and
is the News Editor of The Gown student
newspaper, 2013-2014. She has completed
work experience at UTV and volunteers
with Oxfam Ireland’s media team. Having
completed her Bronze Duke of Edinburgh
award, she is pursuing Silver and Gold.
SAMANTHA O’BRIEN O’REILLY
University College Dublin
Law with French Law
Samantha is an avid debater, having
competed most recently in the World
Championships in India. She has been
on the committee of the Student Legal
Service for the past two years. Samantha
developed Ireland’s first Civic Guide to the
Constitution in app format. She is a group
leader with the L&H Debating Outreach
programme for disadvantaged schools
and was a Programme Coordinator and
founding member of the Thinking Big student
discussion forum. She is a member of the
UCD Student’s Union Council and enjoys
playing tennis in her spare time.
LORCÁN Ó CATHÁIN
Dublin City University
International Relations

Lorcán has represented his country in
the sprint events on numerous sporting
occasions, breaking several Irish records.
He has received numerous athletic awards
including a bronze President’s award. He is
a committee member of DCU’s Raising and
Giving society, involved in a paired reading
program through Suas to help improve the
literacy skills of children in disadvantaged
areas, and worked with projects integrating
refugees into his local community. Lorcán
has spent a year studying at Loughborough
University and the Berlin School of
Economics.
LISA-MARIE O’MALLEY
University of Limerick
Psychology, English and Economics
Lisa is passionate about education. In 2012,
she completed a six-month internship at a
community centre in Limerick, educating
children and teenagers in an alternative way
through a range of after-school activities.
She currently volunteers here and tutors
secondary school students in a variety of
subjects. She is also actively involved in
student life. Since returning from Erasmus
in Salzburg last year, she has become an
international referent, providing guidance to
students about the Erasmus process. She is
also a member of the UL Welfare Team.
WILLIAM O’REILLY
Dun Laoghaire Institute of Art Design and
Technology
Applied Psychology
William is the Founder of “My Best Self”, a
campaign that delivers Positive Psychology
to the mainstream. He is passionate about
enabling people to achieve their happiness
and well-being potential through Positive
Psychology. He has received training and
funding for “My Best Self” from the O2 Think
Big program. He was Treasurer for the 35th
Annual Congress of Psychology Students in
Ireland 2013 at IADT, and a member of the
IADT Class Representatives Council 2012/13.
SHAUNA WOOD
Queen’s University Belfast
Medicine
Shauna was awarded an All Ireland
Scholarship in 2012. She has a passion
for helping others. At university she is a
Student Well-being Ambassador and a
Listening Peer, running ‘drop in’ sessions
for her fellow students in need of support.
She is also treasurer of Friends of Medicin
Sans Frontières Belfast society and recently
completed a research project on age-related
vision deterioration. Next year, Shauna plans
to take an additional Psychology degree and
fulfill an ambition of running a marathon.

A SUCCESSFUL WIP SUMMER
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THE WIP SUMMER OF 2014 began with the Northern Ireland Bureau hosting a lunch

and introducing the Class of 2014 to key WIP supporters, while focusing on the various issues
facing Northern Ireland.
The Class of 2014 participated in an extensive leadership program in which the following
themes were explored:
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STUDENT WORK PLACEMENTS
WIP continued its track record of
providing a wide range of excellent
work placement opportunities:

The Brady Campaign
to Prevent Gun Violence
The International Union of
Bricklayers & Allied Craftworkers

2014 Work Placements
(in alphabetical order)

The Irish Embassy

American Chemical Council

The Northern Ireland Bureau

ANARI, Inc.

The U.S, Holocaust Museum

Citizens for Tax Justice and
the Institute on Taxation
& Economic Policy

U.S. Representative Crowley

Dante
Department of Education
Eli Lilly

The Library of Congress

U.S. Representative Dan Kildee
U.S. Representative Mike Kelly
U.S. Representative Peter King
Zurich

Federal Network, Inc. —
Political Media Broadcaster
Understanding the role of the Orange
Order

Developing Individual Leadership
Qualities

As part of WIP’s efforts to increase
the understanding of the various
traditions represented in the class,
two students involved in the Orange
Order presented on the founding and
formation of the Order. This gave
students the opportunity to share their
own individual experiences while
discussing important issues related to
identity in Northern Ireland.

This year’s class was encouraged to
explore their own innate leadership
qualities through the Gallup Strengths
Finder program. The students also
participated in a one-day workshop
on Adaptive Leadership. While
students participated in this
coursework throughout the summer,
they supplemented their classroom
learning with practical service days
with the D.C. Central Kitchen and
Life Pieces to Masterpieces.

Each summer, WIP brings leaders
from a wide variety of sectors to give
master classes to our young leaders
from Ireland and Northern Ireland.
In 2014, those speakers included:
(in alphabetical order)
Loretta Brennan-Glucksman
Jake Brody & Laurie Johnson,
Accenture
Susan Ann Davis

Fleishman Hillard
Forbes Tate
Health and Human Service
Office of the Secretary — Office
of Intergovernmental and
External Affairs (IEA)
LiUNA—Laborers International
Union of North America
Lombardi Cancer Care Center,
Georgetown University

Brian Donohue and Terry
O’Sullivan

PARCC: Partnership for the
assessment of readiness for
college and careers

Carl Gershman

Senator Charles Schumer

Jessica Grounds

Senator John McCain

Norman Houston

Senator Tom Harkin

Adrian Jones

Susan Davis International

The Launch of the 2014 WIP Papers
On Friday September 29th, the
WIP Class of 2014 presented their
WIP policy papers at the Royal Irish
Academy in Dublin to a diverse range
of leaders and thinkers. Over the
course of their summer in Washington
DC, the class worked in groups to
refine and present their visions on
important issues for Ireland and
Northern Ireland. They developed
policy paper that considered:

•

The Provision of Democracy and
Public Representation in Ireland and
Northern Ireland

•

Reforming the Education Sector in
Northern Ireland

•

A Shared Future: Peace and
Prosperity on the Island of Ireland

•

What Do You Expect From Your
Government in Terms of Accountability
and Authority?

The process of writing the papers
together allows participants to
challenge their own and each other’s
ideas, and work through many of their
different perspectives on the issues. The
WIP paper presentations engaged a
variety of experts to discuss the ideas
presented.
A fascinating civic conversation
took place which was opened
by Dr. Michael Wardlow, Chief
Commissioner of the Equality
Commission of Northern Ireland who
shared his thoughts on dealing with
past. Our thanks also to Prof. Gary
Murphy, Head of School, Law &
Government at Dublin City University
and David Gavaghan, CEO of
Titanic Quarter in Belfast for their
contributions to the event.

Rep. Peter King
Deirdre O’Connor
Niall O’Dowd
Kyle O’Connor
Learning from Political Leaders at the
Congressional Forum
At this year’s Congressional Forum,
a record-breaking number of
Members of Congress spoke to the
class. Representatives Peter King,
Richard Neal, Gerry Connolly, Pat
Meehan, Eliot Engel, Jim McGovern,
Bill Keating, and Carolyn McCarthy
spoke on the importance of WIP’s
role in the transformation of Ireland
and Northern Ireland.
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Jen O’Malley Dillon

The summer closed with an
elegant farewell reception at the
Irish Ambassador’s Residence.
Students spoke about the impact
that WIP has had on them while
also focusing on the future and
their aspirations as agents for
positive change in both Ireland
and Northern Ireland.

Paul Quinn

EXPLORING BUSINESS AND FINANCE IN NYC

Mark Shields

The students’ trip to New York City
allowed them to explore the roles
of business and finance in the U.S.,
Northern Ireland and Ireland. Students
heard from Adrian Jones (Managing
Director, Goldman Sachs), Loretta
Brennan
Glucksman
(Chairman
Emeritus of The American Ireland Fund),
Niall O’Dowd (co-founder of Irish

Jake Sullivan
Dr. Aisling Swaine
The Honorable Jim Walsh
Tom Wheeler
Patrick Wilson

Central and Irish America Magazine)
and Deirdre O’Connor (Managing
Director of a global asset management
firm) on the economic recovery, the
need for more non-political leadership
in Ireland, the impact of America on
the peace process, and the power of
seizing opportunities when they are
presented.
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Parliamentary Assistant to a senior
British Member of Parliament and is
a Political Researcher to a Member
of the Northern Ireland Assembly. In
addition, Ben is the Program Manager
for the Causeway Institute for Peace
Building and Conflict Resolution, which
specializes in building peace through
active and collaborative engagement in
resolving conflicts throughout the world.
Ben has previously spent time working
in the European Parliament as a political
researcher. Ben participated in the
Washington Ireland Program in 2012,
were he completed a work placement
at the Northern Ireland Bureau. Ben
was recently elected as a Councillor
for the Castlereagh South district as
a representative of the Democratic
Unionist Party.
RACHEL BERGIN

Rachel was a member of the Washington
Ireland Program Class of 2009. She
graduated from Queen’s University
Belfast with a First Class Honors
degree in 2011 and then completed
her professional training at the Institute
of Professional Legal Studies and
graduated from the Bar course in 2012.
She was called to the Bar of Northern
Ireland in 2012 and has just completed
her first year of practice as a Barrister.
She sits on the Bar Charity Committee
and the Young Bar Association, is a
coach for the Bar Mock Trial competition
and in her free time enjoys singing and
musical theatre.

WIP Graduation
The WIP Class of 2014 graduated
at the beautiful Smock Alley
Theatre in Dublin on Saturday
September 30th. 555 people have
now graduated from WIP and
are part of the vibrant WIP Alum
community. WIP Board Member
Patrick McDermott gave a thought
provoking address to the students
before returning to Washington
D.C. after thirteen years living in
Dublin. Congratulations to Odhrán
McMahon who was this year’s class
valedictorian. It was fantastic to
have the Kelly host family attend the
Graduation ceremony alongside
family members of the students.
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2014 MANAGEMENT TEAM BIOS
SHEILA CASSIDY

Sheila is currently based in London
where she works for The Coca-Cola
Company (TCCC) as a Human
Resource (HR) Specialist. Her role
specifically focuses on creating
gender diversity in the workforce.
Sheila previously worked as a HR
Intern in TCCC at their headquarters
in Atlanta. She has completed a
Master of Science in Management
and Bachelor of Law at Queen’s
University Belfast and The University
of Newcastle, Australia.

SEAN GILL

HOST FAMILY TESTIMONIALS
Central to WIP reaching the milestone
of its twentieth year has been the
tremendous generosity and support of
our host families. Each year they open
up their homes and families to young
strangers from Ireland and Northern
Ireland. Of course, our WIP students
build deep bonds with their host families
that transcend the Atlantic Ocean long
after their WIP Summer in D.C. comes to
an end. WIP was delighted that some of
our host families came to Ireland to share
in WIP’s 20th Anniversary celebrations.
Here are testimonials from two host
families who have hosted WIP students.
John and Patty Myler (Host Family from
1995 – 2014)
We have always thought having
visitors from the WIP program to be
a wonderful chance to provide a
desirable opportunity for the young
people involved to experience a bit
of Washington, D.C. and the basic
American life, warts and all, but we have
also always felt that we gain substantially
more than we give. Our visitors have
almost uniformly given us an intense yet
broad look at the lives they’ve already
led and will likely lead in societies both
similar to and different from our own.
Apart from the friendships we normally
establish and enjoy with these
extraordinary visitors on an individual
basis, we learn of their family and
societal histories, the pressures and the
graces those societies both impose and
provide, and we are given the gift of an
increased interest in how people cope

and live elsewhere on our common
planet. We have known the privilege of
visiting with their parents and siblings,
both here and in Northern Ireland
and the Republic. It has been both
eye opening and delightful to do so.
Some of our new friends have been
able to return to us for their own visits,
to attend our own children’s weddings
and to strengthen the bonds we have so
happily watched grow. Whether they
become civic leaders or not, they enrich
the lives of each member of our family,
and our memories of them will always
be golden.
Bill Black & Rita Kelliher-Black (New
Host Family 2014)
On this, our first experience with the
Washington Ireland Program, we
felt utterly welcomed by all the other
participants, including the staff, the
other host families and all the Irish
participants. The program was very
well organized, so we always felt that
there were steady hands running it.
Managing the logistics, the various
personalities, as well as the all-important
educational mission of the program is a
huge undertaking but the staff made it
almost seem easy. I’m sure it wasn’t.
On a personal level, our involvement
actually became a rewarding family
project in which we all became
enthusiastically involved. We look
forward to future opportunities to
participate.

Seán is currently working as a
management consultant with FTI
Consulting, a US based consultancy
company, in Dublin, Ireland.
Graduating from Trinity College
Dublin in 2013 with a joint degree
in Mathematics and Economics,
Seán’s main interest is in how
governments and private companies
can make better decisions using
behavioural economics and data
science techniques.
BEN MALLON

Ben is a native of Lisburn,
Northern Ireland. He is currently
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