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Each year, the Washington Ireland Program (WIP) invites young 
people from across Northern Ireland and Ireland to consider:  

‘If the future were a book, would you read it or write it?’ 

This question evokes the leadership potential that has been
witnessed in WIP classes year on year for over two decades. It also 
encapsulates a core WIP perspective – the conviction that things 
can change for the better. 

WIP’s purpose is to support those, from all backgrounds and 
communities, who aspire to lead.  We aim to contribute to peace 
and prosperity across the Northern Ireland and Ireland by building 
new connections across the historic divides that have shaped our 
past, and fostering the skills, networks and ambitions of those who 
will shape our future.   

We do this by bringing together thirty talented students each year, 
and working with them through an extensive curriculum of 
leadership development and community service in Washington DC 
and New York.   

The students are exposed to leading thinkers from a broad 
spectrum of fields and endeavours, immersed in professional 
practice in the US, and provided with a uniquely creative space in 
which to develop their own ideas, in a process that includes having 
those ideas robustly challenged by their peers. 

We ask each Class to work together in outlining a shared vision for 
the future – the result of that is the tradition of the WIP Papers. 
 These documents are a compromise by design; they reflect a 
consensus that is infused with the different perspectives of the class 
members, informed by the discussions they’ve had with US leaders, 
and negotiated through a series debates this summer.   

The papers are not presented as perfect or complete. But they are 
the voicing of creative commitment and creative dialogue, and they 
are a pursuit of a vocabulary of positive and ambitious change. 

They represent a first draft vision of how Northern Ireland and 
Ireland might begin to engage with the major issues that will shape 
our island in the near future. 


