Introduction
This paper sets out the future of migration for Ireland. The focus
on the whole island is not based on a constitutional preference, but
due to the value of a simple and unified strategy. References to
‘Ireland’ throughout the paper should be taken to mean the entire
island.
The global population is increasing. Europe’s population is set to
stagnate while that of Asia and Africa grows (United Nations, 2017).
This is not, by definition, a problem. Population growth is
projected to be far slower than previous decades (Food and
Agriculture Organisation, 2009). The FAO is “cautiously optimistic”
that efficient, sustainable food production can meet the basic needs
of an expanded human race. (Food and Agricultural Organization,
2009). In addition, the proportion of the world population living in
urban environments is set to increase from 54% to 66% by 2050
(United Nations, 2015). Effective city planning can prevent the
growth of unsustainable urban sprawl.
Current trends suggest that the population of the Republic of
Ireland will reach 5.1 million by 2031 with Northern Ireland’s
population predicted to reach 2 million by 2034 . If Ireland’s
population grows to 10 million there will still be far fewer people
per squared kilometre than England or Holland. On the island of
Ireland there is enough space for us all with ample capacity to
expand into the future and we believe an increase in population
would be positive.
Accordingly, our vision of migration is outward looking and
inextricably tied to broader economic concerns. It sets out how
Ireland can act as a global leader in addressing the underlying
causes of global migration. Having established that vision, it
articulates realistic but ambitious aspirations for how it can manage
forced and economic immigration, promote integration and
manage patterns of domestic migration.

Ireland will work globally to reduce global forced migration. There
is much still to be gained from Ireland having an open and globally
orientated migration policy. However, such population growth
happens in the face of persistent inequality, instability and
environmental degradation in the majority world. There is a
considerable risk that if these global structural problems are not
addressed Ireland may have to resort to restrictive border
nationalism or unsustainable open borders.
1. Global
“The island will be a global leader in addressing the root causes of
unsustainable migration”
Attempts to address the 'root causes’ of migration have proven to
be a failure, particularly at a European level, because they have
overlooked the structural causes of migration at the source, such as
poverty in war torn countries and political instability. Ireland will
lead the fight to overcome such short-sightedness.
Ireland will explicitly challenge issues of wealth inequality,
climate change, and fossil fuel dependence as causes of
unmanageable migration flows. This will include self-criticism,
with Ireland reflecting on how her corporate tax structure can
contribute to global instability.
Ireland will push diplomatically for a European wide solution to
the current migration crisis now, and any in the future. This may
mean implementing quotas enforced by establishing conditional
European Union funding arrangements.
Ireland will increase her commitment to fund refugee camps and
relief to disaster stricken areas, including targeted cash transfer
projects while using her influence to advocate for alternatives to
encampment.
Internationally, Ireland will oppose destructive free trade
arrangements and structural adjustment policies which facilitate
the unchecked movement of capital, while restraining the
movement of labour, causing growing precarity in the majority
world.

“By 2040, emigration from Ireland will be by choice, not necessity”
Emigration from Ireland across the globe has seen a marked
increase in recent years since the beginning of the 2008 financial
crisis. In 2016, 76,200 people emigrated from Ireland. The island is
also experiencing a “brain drain”, with young professionals seeking
out better opportunities overseas. By 2040 we hope to that the
island will be attractive for young professionals to stay and that a
better relationship will be maintained with our diaspora.
Emigration has many positive effects; those who move away can
develop new skills and broaden their horizons which will benefit
Ireland if they choose to return.
Ireland will institute a long-term plan to invest in her education
system, with a specific focus on facilitating life-long education.
Ireland will institute a ‘Universal Basic Income’ scheme so that
Irish citizens are not compelled to emigrate, this would be of
particular benefit in times of recession and economic
unpredictability.
Ireland will create a program to ensure Irish young people can
have positive, constructive international experience, through the
creation of something akin to the British International Citizen
Service and by increasing support for study abroad programs. By
creating such opportunities, Ireland will combat the feeling
among many young people that they have to ‘escape’.
“Distance will not inhibit Irish Diaspora in engaging with civic life”
Ireland will expand the franchise by facilitating voting by first
and second generation Irish diaspora.
Ireland will establish an e-voting procedure and e-citizenship
system
Ireland will selectively and strategically fund Irish diasporic
networks and cultural projects to ensure our citizens and their
descendants continue to play a global role.

2. Ireland and Northern Ireland
“The needs of Irish economy will be more balanced with concern for the
economic migrant, in a way that is generous and accommodating, not
exploitative and self-interested”
Ireland will maintain a commitment to free movement of people,
good and services in the European Union.
Ireland will cap the number of economic migrates admitted
annually and will establish criteria for the admittance of
economic migrants based on the needs of the Irish economy.
Family unity will not be determined by a discretionary
framework, but by a generous statutory framework. The relevant
minister will retain discretionary powers in cases where a
deserving migrant is unaccommodated by the statutory
framework.
Ireland will overhaul the system of naturalisation, dispensing
with excessive naturalisation fees and will establish procedures to
make sure that applicants are no longer rejected for trivial
reasons.
Ireland will not pass legislation that is hostile to undocumented
workers. Anti-vice measures such as the criminalisation of sex
work and aggressive anti trafficking legislation often punish
irregular migrants rather than supporting their needs. Ireland
will ensure that legislation designed to prevent exploitation is
not used to punish irregular migrants.
“In 2040 the island will have a welcoming and generous asylum policy”
Ireland will abolish direct provision and the equivalent social
welfare in NI, instead introducing a system with provisional
permits that allow work, and refugee permits that last for five
years and lead to permanent residence after ten.
Asylum seekers will have access to provisional work permits,
allowing them to work while the State seeks to establish their
refugee status.
Ireland will create and rigorously implement formal statelessness
determination procedures. This should be supported with birth
registration roll outs in the developing world which Ireland
would support as part of an international effort. Protection
mechanisms for identified stateless persons in Ireland should be
identified and implemented; statelessness legislation needs to be
incorporated into refugee protection frameworks.

Particularly considering climate change, Ireland will push to
have the 1951 Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees
updated to reflect the blurring lines between economic migrant
and refugee. A clause should be added which accommodates
‘adverse human insecurity’.
“The island will be culturally rich and well-integrated”
By 2040, the island will be known globally for its social and cultural
diversity. The island will be a home regardless of personal belief or
circumstance, the culture will go beyond acceptance and Ireland
will be a place where difference will be embraced on a solid
foundation of shared values. Public life will be more reflective of
the diverse cultures that live on the Island.
Ireland will support community projects and cultural festivals
that represent all aspects of society
At the level of local government, Ireland will avoid clientelism,
instead aiming to ensure that integration orientated community
projects are cross community in nature. Local government will
be careful to engage with their immigrant communities as
citizens and not through self-nominating, unaccountable
‘community leaders’.
Education will be made more pluralistic, with a liberated
curriculum being taught at all levels. The aim of education will
be to include a diversity of perspectives and foster independent
thinking, more than to hand down a narrow historical identity.
There will be Traveller specific transient sites in every county on
the Island of Ireland. Transit sites would help protect Travellers
nomadic culture, creating proactive relationships with local
authorities and settled population and address issues with roadside stays. As the only identified nomadic ethnic minority group
within the island of Ireland it is important that we protect their
ability to migrate within the island.
“The Island must address the urban/rural divide which currently exists”
Rural towns and villages are suffering in the wake of the economic
growth of cities such as Dublin and Belfast. To curb this influx of
people from rural towns to urban cities there must be investment,
and a decentralised economy will help to achieve this.
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