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For more than 20 years, the Washington Ireland Program 
(WIP) has brought college students with the potential 
to shape Northern Ireland and Ireland to the US.  One of 
the most coveted student development programs, WIP is 
widely acknowledged as a transformative personal and 
professional experience. 

Representative of all backgrounds and traditions on 
the island, year to year the program’s participants are 
generously sponsored, and more than 40% qualify for full 
scholarship support.  

Every summer WIP students are given the opportunity to 
be immersed in extraordinary professional environments 
in Washington, DC – and in 2018, for the first time, in 
New York. Working on Capitol Hill, in leading think tanks, 
organisations, businesses and non-profits, they are 
immersed in American business and politics. They are also 
hosted by local families who are sensitive to the realities 
of contemporary Northern Ireland and Ireland, in whose 
homes the students gain a deep appreciation for US 
values.  

Additionally, our students complete a challenging 
leadership curriculum that is focused on the development 

of their own vision; on their attaining a sensitive and 
rigorous understanding of what it will mean to follow the 
path of leadership; and on listening to the differing views 
of their peers.  Through this crucible experience, deep 
insights are achieved and lasting bonds are created. Over 
the years, WIP has become synonymous with the forging 
of friendships across differing political perspectives, 
across community boundaries, and with the emergence of 
a new all island network of leaders. 

WIP alumni, always prominent in their chosen fields, 
have consistently delivered on their early promise.  They 
include, Leo Varadkar (WIP 2000), the youngest Taoiseach 
in Ireland’s history; Claire Sugden (WIP 2010), who was 
appointed at the age of 29 as Northern Ireland’s Minister 
for Justice; Emma Little Pengelly (WIP 2002), the first WIP 
graduate elected to the House of Commons; and Nuala 
McAllister (WIP 2010), who in 2017 became Lord Mayor 
of Belfast.

This year we are investing in 30 exceptional students – 
those who aspire to lead our island, to address social and 
political division, to shape our future in uncertain and 
unstable times.  We are delighted to introduce our Class 
of 2018.

The Washington Ireland Program

Learn, Lead, Serve

WIP Class of 2017 with Jim Carroll, 
Ambassador Anne Anderson and 

Norman Houston



An Evening with
Celtic Chefs

April 26th, 7-9pm, LiUNA Roof Deck

HONORING TOM DONOHUE, 
President and CEO of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce

Featuring Chefs:

Tracy O’Grady {Campono}
Laurent Aubel{Café Dupont}

Niall Duffy {Two and a Half Irish Men}
John Fielding {Broadbranch Market}

Ted Hughes {The Irish Inn at Glen Echo & Lahinch Tavern and Grill}
Eric Bach {Bobby Vans}

Justin Abad {Rare Steak and Seafood}

Thank you to our generous Celtic Chef Sponsors:

Iron Chef:

Master Chef:

Chefs de Cuisine:
Entertainment Software Association

Jim & Mary Beth Carroll
Carmel Martin & Robert Welp

BR & Laura McConnon
Carol & Tom Wheeler

To find out how you get involved visit:

www.CelticChefs.org



The Washington 
Ireland Program 
is delighted to 
announce our Class 
of 2018.

There is no such thing as a typical WIP student, 
but after an extremely competitive application 
process we know that these students share 
the capacity to thrive during our challenging 
leadership program in Washington DC and New 
York.
 

    
Bringing together business, politics, law, media, 
science and art students from across the 
Northern Ireland and Ireland, this group will 
expand each other’s horizons and form bonds 
that will span their personal and professional 
lives.
 
    
Our active alum community, including elected 
representatives, entrepreneurs and NGO 
leaders acts as both an engine for change and 
a forum for the difficult conversations that still 
need to take place.

Courtney is completing a MSc in Political Psychology at 
Queen’s University Belfast, and was elected as the Course 
Representative for the University’s Student Council. She is a 
passionate advocate for abortion rights across Ireland.  She is 
the Engineering & Physical Sciences Ambassador in ‘Project 
Choice’ campaign in her Student’s Union and also works on 
the social media campaign for this initiative. She has co-
creating a podcast; “Orange, Green & In-between” which 
focuses on bringing a critical and neutral eye to the political 
scene in Northern Ireland. She also writes for online political 
youth magazine “Veritas et Reformo”. Courtney is a proud 
member of The Green Party in Northern Ireland.

Tom is a final year Law and Political Science student in 
Trinity College Dublin, where he serves as co-editor of The 
Piranha, the college’s satirical newspaper. An active member 
of student societies, Tom has been secretary of Trinity’s law 
society and horse racing society. Passionate about youth 
empowerment and political engagement, Tom has spent two 
years as a board member of the Irish branch of European 
Youth Parliament, and has coordinated events both in Ireland 
and across Europe. In his spare time, Tom plays the saxophone 
with Trinity’s orchestra, and has performed at several music 
festivals in Ireland. 

Edel is a final year Biotechnology student at NUI Galway. 
Edel has founded her own venture, Free Feet Medical, 
which is currently developing technologies for people with 
Parkinson’s disease. As a result, Edel has a keen interest in 
Entrepreneurship, and currently acts as ‘Entrepreneur in 
Residence’ at the Blackstone Launchpad in NUI Galway. Edel 
is a founding member of the Irish Government’s Digital Youth 
Council and has worked on campaigns aimed at improving 
the representation of women in STEM. Through her work, 
she has acted as a delegate on the UN Youth Commission 
for the Status of Women, as a Global Teen Leader for the We 
Are Family Foundation, and as a member of the US Embassy 
Youth Council for 2018. 

Courtney Allison
Political Psychology
Queen’s University Belfast

Tom Cantillon
Law and Political Science
Trinity College Dublin

Edel Browne
Biotechnology
NUI Galway

Diana Oprea and Colum Mackey 
(WIP Class of 2017) speak with Jake 
Sullivan and Taoiseach Leo Varadkar 

(WIP Class of 2000).



A BSc (Hons) Marketing Graduate, Natalie is studying for a MA 
in Law from the University of Bristol. She has a keen interest 
in Data Protection and how it applies to SMEs, charities and 
community organizations. Prior to her MA studies, Natalie 
worked in Belfast, as well as volunteering with a number of 
charities, including Habitat for Humanity and Alzheimer’s’ 
Society. She was awarded a place on Arts and Business 
NI’s ‘Young People on Arts Boards’ Scheme and served as 
a Board Member of Theatre NI. At Bristol University, she is 
the Vice-Chair of the Postgraduate Network and a Bristol 
Law Review Editor. In her spare time, Natalie is a keen singer 
and has completed her Diploma in Musical Theatre as well as 
winning many Musical Theatre awards. 

Róisín is completing a Master’s in Investigative and Forensic 
Psychology at the University of Liverpool, where she is 
researching human trafficking and exploitation. She has a 
long history of volunteering with violent offenders, victims 
of crime, adolescents on probation and organizations for 
the homeless. After completing a degree in Psychology at 
Dublin City University, Róisín worked in a clinic providing 
neuroscientific interventions. Last summer she volunteered 
on psychiatric wards and for community wellbeing projects 
in Sri Lanka. She is passionate about human rights, and hopes 
to promote and contribute to offender rehabilitation and 
reintegration in the future.

Jennifer is a second-year student of Law and Business at UCC, 
and a Quercus scholar for Innovation and Entrepreneurship. 
She is President of the Entrepreneurial and Social Society in 
UCC, and has been involved in the creation of three successful 
Irish start-ups. Jennifer was the first Irish representative 
selected for the Global Student Entrepreneur Awards in 
2015, and has worked with the Local Enterprise Office in 
Cork to improve student entrepreneurship opportunities in 
her area. She volunteers as a Personal Achievement Leader 
with Gaisce (The President’s Award), and has helped over 
one hundred students achieve their awards. Jennifer is co-
organizing the first dedicated volunteering day in UCC, 
mobilizing more students to volunteer. 

Natalie Cooke
Law
University of Bristol

Róisín Carroll
Investigative and Forensic
Psychology
University of Liverpool

Jennifer Chadwick
Law and Business
University College Cork

Joe is a final year of Physiotherapy in the University of 
Limerick. He has served two years on the University of 
Limerick Students’ Union Executive, as Clubs’ Officer, and 
Chairperson of the Student Council. Joe also represents the 
University at the Irish Society of Chartered Physiotherapists. 
Through these roles, Joe was active in organizing Student 
Fees protests, coordinating a successful referendum 
campaign for a new student center, and improved sporting 
facilities. Joe plays hurling with his local GAA club Salthill/
Knocknacarra, previously captaining his team to a Minor 
County Championship in 2013. Along with the GAA in UL, he 
is an active member of Ógra Fianna Fáil.  He has received a 
‘Gaisce’ Gold Medal for volunteering by President Higgins.

Joseph Curtin
Physiotherapy
University of Limerick

Dion is a student of the Professional Master of Education in 
University College Cork having previously studied English and 
Politics there. She is passionate about equality in education, 
in particular in socio-economic disadvantage and in areas 
of disability. She has been involved in various initiatives 
with UCC’s access program, UCC Plus+, which provides 
motivational and educational assistance to students from 
disadvantaged schools, including volunteering as a tutor in 
homework clubs which inspired her to become a teacher. 
In 2017, she was awarded the NUI Equal Opportunities 
Scholarship and UCC’s Employability STAR Award. One 
of Dion’s other passions is politics and she has served on 
Fianna Fáil’s Ard Chomhairle and Ógra Fianna Fáil’s National 
Executive.

Dion Davis
Education
University College Cork

James is a third year student of Economics and German at 
Trinity College Dublin and is an awardee of the All-Ireland 
Scholarship. Passionate about the interplay between 
language and political and current affairs, he serves as Irish 
Language Officer of Trinity College Dublin Students’ Union. 
James is Secretary of the Voluntary Tuition Program, a 
charity he has been actively involved with since his first days 
at university as a voluntary tutor and tuition coordinator to 
pupils attending socio-economically disadvantaged schools. 
While completing an academic exchange in Germany, James 
led a project bringing together visiting University student 
with local schools, strengthening both a sense of community 
spirit and a common European identity in his host town.

James Cotter
Economics and German
Trinity College Dublin
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Having been awarded the All-Ireland Scholarship, Seán is a 
third year student in University College Cork studying Financial 
Maths and Actuarial Sciences. Seán has a keen passion for 
promoting positive Mental Health amongst young people. 
While in school he was a Student Leader Ambassador for 
the Cycle Against Suicide, promoting positive mental health. 
Seán is a team leader of ‘Waste Away’, a social enterprise 
that promotes water conservation in Ireland and around the 
world. He is a committee member of the Fíanna Fáil society 
in UCC and previously the Disability Activism and Awareness 
Society. Seán has a passion for sports, playing football and 
rugby with his local clubs in Tralee and previously captained 
teams at underage level.

Robyn is a final year student at Queen’s University, Belfast, 
studying Politics, Philosophy and Economics. She is actively 
involved in student life, serving as Secretary within Queen’s 
Democratic Unionist Association for two years and an elected 
member of Queen’s Student Union Council. Fostering her 
strong interest in politics and public policy she has spent the 
last semester working on placement within Northern Ireland’s 
Department of Agriculture. Robyn is particularly passionate 
about developing and encouraging the potential of children 
and young people in her community, and volunteers with a 
number of faith-based youth programs in her free time both 
in Belfast and in her hometown of Banbridge.

Seán Dowling
Financial Maths and Actuarial
Sciences
University College Cork

Robyn Dodds
Politics, Philosophy and 
Economics
Queen’s University Belfast

Helen is a second-year Law student at the University of 
Cambridge. Passionate about human rights law, Helen has 
worked with the Children’s Law Centre Belfast.  She has 
supported human rights both at home, as an Executive 
Trustee of the Northern Ireland Youth Forum and Member 
of UK Youth Parliament; in Cambridge, as a member of the 
Legal Strategy Team for the London-Irish Abortion Rights 
Campaign and Student Trustee of the Cambridge University 
Students’ Union; and internationally, as a UK Ambassador 
and Global Advisor for G(irls)20. Helen is acting as a legal 
researcher for the Office of the UN High Commissioner For 
Refugees, and as Lead Convenor for a conference entitled 
“The Development of Abortion Rights in a Changing Europe” 
to be held in the University of Cambridge Faculty of Law in 
September 2018. 

Helen Jennings
Law
University of Cambridge

Catherine is in her penultimate year at the University of 
St Andrews, studying Geography. Through her academic 
work she has developed a passion for activism and gender 
equality.  Catherine has been heavily involved in establishing 
and leading Just Love (a UK-wide movement which seeks 
to inspire Christian students to pursue social justice) in St 
Andrews. She volunteers locally in a number of capacities, 
through her church, Eagles Wings (a homelessness outreach 
in Dundee) and HBSC (Health Behavior in School-aged 
Children) cross-national study. In 2015 she volunteered 
through Tearfund at an education-focused charity in South 
Africa for 3 months. At university she has continued to 
support Tearfund’s advocacy and fundraising work.

Catherine Frazer
Geography
University of St Andrews

Mark is a final year Economics student at Ulster University. 
An active member of the Christian Union and Vice-
chairman of the Badminton Club, Mark believes that shared 
history and sport are two key ways to break down barriers 
between people groups around the world, and that personal 
relationships are the key for dispute resolution in every 
situation. He has represented Northern Ireland a number of 
times at EU forums for educators, discussing the teaching 
of history and perceptions on current crises in light of the 
historical context. Mark has a passion for volunteering and 
has been involved in youth work in areas of social deprivation 
in Northern Ireland and at a memorial garden for victims of 
the Troubles since 2011. 

Mark Hetherington
Economics
Ulster University

Michael is a final year Politics student studying at Ulster 
University. The first in his family to attend university, Michael 
has been an active member of the student community at 
Ulster, taking on elected roles as both a Class Representative 
and as a Senior Representative for the School of Social 
Science. In addition to this, he has spoken passionately 
on digital democracy in a House of Lords debate run in 
partnership with the University of the Third Age. Michael has 
been a dedicated member of his community in East Belfast, 
working closely with the Police Service and local youth groups 
as part of the Youth Independent Advisory Group (YIAG). 
Michael has a deep interest in politics and has interned with 
multiple MLAs at the Stormont Assembly. 

Michael Jardine
Politics
Ulster University



Peter is a second year student at the University of Oxford, 
where he is reading History and German. He is serving as 
Vice-President of New College Junior Common Room and 
Secretary of the Oxford University Irish Society. In these roles 
he has worked hard to create a stronger sense of community, 
whether that is through encouraging democratic participation 
in the JCR or providing a space in which the local Irish diaspora 
can come together. Peter has previously represented Ireland 
at the ‘Euroscola’ event in the European Parliament and the 
United Kingdom at ‘Your Europe, Your Say’ in the European 
Commission. Peter is a strong advocate of using the arts to 
further reconciliation and has been involved in projects such 
as I.N.D.R.A. in his local town, Derry/Londonderry.

Peter Madden
History and German
University of Oxford

Billie-Jo is a second year Social Work student at Queen’s 
University Belfast, having previously graduated with BSC 
Honors in Geography. She is passionate about Human 
Rights (in particular children’s rights), mental health and 
the promotion of social justice. Having grown up in the 
Northern Ireland Care System and experiencing a period of 
homelessness, Billie-Jo actively campaigns for the rights of 
Looked After Children and Care Leavers. She works with 
the Northern Health & Social Care Trust, engaging in service 
user participation, staff training, and policy development. 
As Queen’s University Student Care Leaver Ambassador, 
Billie-Jo has been involved in developing support for care-
experienced students, including establishment of the Care-
Leaver’s Bursary.

Billie-Jo McDowell
Social Work
Queen’s University Belfast

Máirín is a second year student of Economics, Politics and Law 
in Dublin City University. Coming from a political background, 
she is currently working for a member of the Irish Parliament. 
Máirín is involved with a number of community organizations 
and charities. She was chairperson of Tipperary Comhairle 
na nÓg in 2015/16. Máirín is a Pro-Life campaigner and is 
currently involved in the Save The 8th Campaign in Dublin 
and in Tipperary, where she is from. A Traditional Irish Set 
& Sean-Nós Dancer, she is the current youth officer of her 
local Comhaltas Ceoltóirí Éireann and loves Irish Music and 
Dance. She has been awarded a foundation certificate in 
Community Involvement and Youth Leadership by Foróige 
and the National University Ireland Galway.

Máirín McGrath
Economics, Politics, and Law
Dublin City University

Asa is a second year Politics with Law student at the 
University of Liverpool. He has a keen interest in youth 
political awareness and engagement, serving two terms on 
Belfast Youth Forum and acting as Chairperson in his final 
year. He has represented the constituency of Lagan Valley 
in the UK Youth Parliament. Asa has also been involved in 
fundraising with a cross-community organization, School 
Aid Romania, which seeks to improve the lives of the 
underprivileged, vulnerable and disabled. At University he is 
a research assistant, specializing in Northern Irish politics, and 
a volunteer in the Peer Mentorship program. Asa has a keen 
interest in sport, playing hockey for Belfast Harlequins and is 
the Captain of the University of Liverpool Olympic Handball 
team.

Asa Mallon
Politics with Law
University of Liverpool

After studying English Literature and Creative Writing 
in York St John University, Niamh moved back to Irish soil 
and began a postgraduate degree in Digital Humanities 
and Culture at Trinity College. As an advocate of various 
widening participation movements, Niamh is passionate 
about fostering inclusion through holistic educations that 
encourage learning in supportive frameworks and enable 
individuals to utilize their potential. As a member of the 
Community Arts Partnership, she shares an ambition to 
see the arts and humanities recognized as integral to the 
development of society, as a means to address, express and 
overcome borders of all kinds. 

Niamh Meehan
Digital Humanities and Culture
Trinity College Dublin

“WIP showed me that 
by bringing people 

together, we can move 
on from the animosities 

of the past and drive 
on as the leaders of 

tomorrow.” 

Claire Sugden MLA – 

appointed Minister for 

Justice in Northern Ireland, 

aged 29



Naomi is a student of the University of Limerick studying 
History and Politics. Native of Limerick, she has been involved 
with various projects of Limerick Youth Service for the past 
five years. Her work with the youth service has been both 
local and international, bringing her to Italy in 2014 to 
study conservation and South Africa in 2017 where she was 
involved with International Federation of workers education 
association. In addition Naomi is an active feminist speaking 
about women’s issues on local and national media.

Naomi O Mara
History and Politics
University of Limerick

Karl is a final year International Relations student in Dublin 
City University, with a keen interest in history and politics. 
A passionate socialist republican, Karl is a member of the 
Connolly Youth Movement, and has been involved in political 
activism from a young age. Karl has devoted considerable 
time, both as a volunteer and as a staff member, with the 
organization, Barretstown - a camp for children with serious 
illnesses. Karl has volunteered with Barretstown’s primary 
school program, and their outreach program in Crumlin 
Children’s hospital. Karl has volunteered abroad with Global 
Brigades in Panama, and has lived and worked in New Zealand, 
with the University of Auckland. Karl hopes to pursue further 
education in the field of International Development and 
Human Rights. 

Karl Redmond
International Relations
Dublin City University

Conall is a final year Business and Economics student in 
Trinity College Dublin with an interest in socially driven 
business. As Auditor of the Business and Economics Society, 
he founded their Corporate Social Responsibility event series 
and social innovation competition. Conall has a passion for 
student participation in Irish politics, running a ‘NI Politics 
Discussion’ website to highlight pressing political issues and 
promoting constructive dialogue. While in Trinity, he has 
enjoyed discussing the issue of Irish reunification, initiating 
a student vote to decide the Student Union’s stance on the 
matter. Conall hopes to continue bringing important issues 
into the limelight and increasing public participation in 
political matters. 

Conall Moran
Business and Economics
Trinity College Dublin

Maebh is in her 3rd year of studying Law and Political 
Science at Trinity College Dublin. As Librarian of the 
Politics Society, she’s passionate about promoting 
respectful political discussions amongst those who hold 
highly diverse opinions. As a recipient of the All-Ireland 
Scholarship, she places great value in making education 
accessible to the most disadvantaged. She’s been a 
tutor for the Voluntary Tuition Program, which provides 
tutoring to children from disadvantaged areas while also 
coordinating 15 other pairs of tutors and students. Maebh 
has been a student mentor for incoming Law students as 
well as working with AIESEC Ireland to develop leadership 
skills in young people. 

Maebh Ní Ghuairim
Law and Political Science
Trinity College Dublin

Hannah is a first year Social Policy student at Ulster University. 
She is currently serving her second term as Campaigns and 
Communications officer at Ulster University Students Union.  
In her role she focuses on issues such as mental health 
provisions on campus, student safety and off campus issues 
like rent rights. She also currently serves as NUS-USI Women’s 
officer helping students unions in Northern Ireland tackle 
reproductive justice and creating safe spaces for women 
students to encourage them to run for leadership positions. 
Hannah has an interest on environmental issues such as fossil 
fuel divestment and sits on the University’s sustainability 
committee. 

Hannah Rooney
Social Policy
Ulster University

Boni is a law graduate from the Dublin Institute of Technology, 
and is currently in his second term as President for the Dublin 
Institute of Technology Students’ Union, the first President of 
African descent ever elected. Boni co-founded the Institute’s 
first ever Law & Debating Society, and became its first 
President. As a teenager Boni was a gifted soccer player 
who represented Dublin nationally at 14 years and signed for 
Longford Town FC at 17. He is a three-term member of the 
US Embassy Youth Council and with a keen interest in foreign 
affairs and diplomacy. Boni hopes to enter the Irish diplomatic 
foreign service. 

Boniface
Odoemene
Law
Dublin Institute of Technology
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Donnchadh is completing a Masters in Violence, Security and 
Terrorism, having previously studied PPE at Queen’s University 
Belfast. He has a keen interest in fostering cross-community 
dialogue and debate, which is illustrated by his extensive 
engagement with the Spirit of Enniskillen Trust. Donnchadh 
represented said organization at international conferences 
in Toronto and Bilbao, and is currently helping to establish a 
new charity: Young People Leading Change. As part of this 
he has facilitated numerous workshops in secondary schools 
throughout Northern Ireland. Donnchadh maintains an avid 
interest in politics, and has worked as an intern in the Irish 
government’s department of Public Expenditure and Reform. 

Donnchadh
Tierney
Violence, Security, and Terrorism
Queen’s University Belfast

Natalie is in her third year of studying Chemical Engineering 
at the University of Edinburgh. She enjoys public speaking 
and has achieved a Diploma in Performance Studies. With a 
passion for learning about new cultures, she speaks French 
and is involved in volunteering both at home and abroad. 
Before starting her studies, she volunteered in a township 
in South Africa where she taught basic life skills to children 
from disadvantaged backgrounds. During this time, she 
experienced the peace and reconciliation journey first hand 
and as a result, strongly believes a more integrated society is 
possible across the island of Ireland. At home, she volunteers 
with food sharing charities in an effort to reduce the city’s 
carbon footprint. 

Natalie Wylie
Chemical Engineering
University of Edinburgh

Sadhbh is a final year Environmental Science student at 
Trinity College Dublin. Passionate about human rights, she 
sits on the Board of Directors of Amnesty International 
Ireland. Sadhbh served as chairperson of TCD’s Amnesty 
Society and was involved in organizing Jailbreak, a 
student-run charity fundraiser. She is co-organizer of TCD 
Strike for Repeal, an activist group on abortion rights. She 
has volunteered with Oxfam for several years and has also 
led their face-to-face campaign team. Her interests include 
political ecology, gender equality, tax justice, reproductive 
and refugee rights. She is a member of TCD’s Modern Art 
Collection Committee.

Sadhbh Sheeran
Environmental Science
Trinity College Dublin

Mary-Kate is a third year Law student studying in Trinity 
College Dublin. Mary-Kate is a mental health advocate 
and speaks publicly about positive mental health and in 
particular the areas of eating disorders. She works with 
people of all ages suffering with the illness. She has a 
dream to reach out and help as many people as she can 
who suffer with this illness and encourages openness 
when it comes to combatting the stigma that surrounds 
mental illness in our society. Mary-Kate also competes as 
an Amateur Irish Boxer at a high level, and in 2017 she won 
her first Irish Title. 

Mary-Kate Slattery
Law
Trinity College Dublin
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What Makes the WIP Community:



Developing Leaders.

Building Communities.



620 F Street NW, 
Ste 747, 

Washington 
DC 20004

Suite 2.09
Capel Buildings,
Mary’s Abbey,

Dublin 7

C/O Research and Enterprise,
Queen’s University Belfast, 

Belfast

Twitter: @WIPLive
Facebook: facebook.com/wiprogram

Website: www.wiprogram.org


